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CHAIRWOMAN’S REPORT
It has been my great pleasure to note some welcome progress in our past eight months as a society.
Firstly, we greet three new committee members, Ian Robertson, Pauline Knuckey and Robyn Wilson,
who have brought fresh interests and skills to the organization. I would like to thank them for their
commitment and input so far. We are already considering projects to make use of their talents, and Ian’s
bus-drivers ticket has come in handy for our excursions.
Our committee has held two bus trips recently for our members, to Whanganui and Bulls. These
two trips prove there is still much unexplored heritage to offer you within this region. In all too short a
time it will be the Palmerston North Library’s Local History Week [starting November 6th this year]. This
committee will be contributing again to the programme, and there is the possibility of our working in with
Heritage New Zealand to hold a workshop on ‘researching the age of your house’.
After three decades a bright future seems in sight for the Hoffman kiln, spruced up, with power
and services, and the possibility of highlighting the kiln at night (see David Chapple’s report in this
issue). Our committee has kept cash in reserve with view to placing signage at the site. Committee
member, David Chapple, has to be commended for his efforts over the years to bring the kiln to this point.
As two well-attended public working bees last year have shown, there are many locals who want to see
something good made of the structure. The Kiln has an excellent facebook page, worth a look.
The new earthquake strengthening act will come into force on July 1, placing tight deadlines of
less than a decade to remediate pre-World War II age masonry buildings. Owners will soon have to make
hard choices, and we may lose some treasured historic buildings that make up the landscape of our town
centres. Over the next few years this committee will be kept busy liaising with our three local Councils to
try for the best outcome for these buildings as possible.
Finally I look forward to seeing you at our AGM in September – only four months away, the year
is flying past! – to give you an update.
Cindy Lilburn
Chairwoman

Committee: Chair: Cindy Lilburn, cindy.lilburn@xtra.co.nz; secretary: Cushla Scrivens,
scrivens@ihug.co.nz; treasurer: Bill Bendall; committee: David Chapple, Don Irvine, John Logan,
Pauline Knuckey, Ian Robertson, Margaret Tate, Margaret Tennant, Robyn Wilson.
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EARTHQUAKE MEETINGS
The new Building (Earthquake-prone Buildings) Amendment Act will come into effect on July 1 this
year. Priority buildings – generally historic brick buildings pre-1935 in age - will have to be assessed
within two years and upgraded within seven. It is now up to the three district councils within our ambit,
Palmerston North, Manawatu and Horowhenua, to begin the process. Palmerston North and Manawatu
have already carried out preliminary assessments of earthquake-prone commercial buildings in their areas
and these are available online.
Given Feilding’s pride in its Edwardian era town centre, our committee’s first approach has been
to the Manawatu District Council. We recently held a meeting with the Chief Executive Richard Templer
and Mayor Helen Worboys [formerly head of Feilding Promotions]. They are both well aware of the
implications demolition or lengthy refurbishment of the historic buildings in the town centre might bring:
if we don’t preserve the Edwardian buildings, where will the centre of Feilding be?
Manawatu District Council has formed a working party and two of our committee members, John
Logan from Feilding, and Don Irvine, civil engineer, have been accepted to serve on it. We hope this will
give us a strong voice in preserving the town’s historic centre.
Feilding is fortunate in that many of its historic buildings are side-by-side, so there is the
possibility of cooperation by owners to cut costs. Other small towns in this region such as Levin, Foxton
and Shannon are not so blessed, with historic buildings scattered among their streetscape and less
financial returns for owners to offset the costs. Our next proposal is to meet with the Horowhenua District
Council for their assessment of buildings at risk in their area, and what measures they might consider to
assist building owners.
PALMERSTON NORTH TEACHERS’ COLLEGE

Palmerston North City Council will shortly
decide on a proposal from Wallace
Developments to turn the former Palmerston
North Teachers’ College campus at
Hokowhitu into a housing area. The majority of
the college buildings were constructed in the
mid-1970s and the key buildings: multi-storey
tower block / theatre, library and student union /

dining hall form a coherent Brutalism landscape.
Its Modernist style would be matched in this
region only by the Massey University Turitea
Campus. The development will be in three
phases, starting at the western end of the site,
and will take over ten years or more to complete.
At present the plan will preserve only the
existing tower block / theatre building, giving an
eventual subdivision of some 130 homes.
Hokowhitu was a former Māori
settlement and post-purchase of the land from
Rangitāne for the new European settlement of
Palmerston, was retained by the iwi as a Native
Reserve until the 1900s. Wallace Developments
have been asked to work in accord with
Tanenuiarangi Manawatū Incorporated to
preserve any archaeological material that may be
discovered.
Love it or hate it, the space has perhaps
been underappreciated. None of the buildings
were considered for legal listing because
Hokowhitu was a working campus. It is an
instance of the difficulty in protecting heritage
landscapes that the sum of all the buildings on
campus may be greater than their individual
parts.
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The Hoffman Kiln Trust has advised that negotiations with the developers of neighbouring Kauri Health,
facilitated by the City Council, will enable access to on-site power and drainage services.
The heritage value of the kiln is enhanced by the interest in the site. The Featherston St site
(including what is now Kauri Health) was originally the site of several large brickworks and the former
clay pits can still be identified. Directly behind the kiln is one – now developed as Pit Park – and others
such as Skoglund Park, and Vautier Park have been developed as sports areas. Unfortunately the
machinery and storage sheds that supported the kiln have now gone, as has much of the office building that
ran along Featherston Street. The remaining small section of this is to be developed as a display space and
completion of plumbing and electrical work to this area will enable work to be carried out on the kiln using
power tools, and it will also allow facilities to be reinstated in the office part of the building. It was
unfortunately vandalized and the inside burnt out, so progress on that area will not be fast. It will however
provide a base for further work on the site.
Power Connection
The power connection is being made possible with a generous grant from the Central Energy Trust. It is
hoped that when the basic reticulation is complete, a further grant will enable the structure to be lit at night.
Plumbing and Drainage Work
A grant from the City Council’s Heritage Fund is assisting with the drainage and plumbing work.
Outside Areas
A feature of the site is the land area between the buildings. The City Council has facilitated an initial
development plan for these areas which will give the kiln an appropriate setting and in conjunction to the
path to Pit Park, will provide outside areas that can be used by groups visiting the Kiln. Some interpretive
panels are planned, so that people will be able to read the history of the kiln at any time, and it is hoped to
soon have a daytime presence on the site by way of a COFFEE CART.
The Trust has hosted a number of groups at the Kiln, and the hope is that by next Summer the
surroundings and features of the Kiln will look much different and provide an appropriate space to host
more groups.
The initial trustees of the Kiln Trust are very conscious of the interest and support from the wider
community and are planning a meeting in June to explain the work done to date and suggest
initiatives to assist in the way forward. Watch for advice of the date.
David Chapple
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TRIPPING AROUND
TRIP TO WHANGANUI
On Saturday 11 March a busload of members
travelled to Whanganui to visit the Quaker
(Friends) Settlement and the Catholic Josephite
Retreat Centre at Mount St Joseph. We finished
with a visit to the tram archives and a trip on the
tram. Our thanks to Ian Robertson who
organised the trip, drove the bus and drove the
tram!

Our first visit was to the Quaker
Settlement where Michael and Merrilyn Payne
showed us a slide show about the history of the
settlement and the ideas that support it. It is on
20 acres of land which is owned by a Trust;
there is no individual ownership. They also
talked about the Friends School which ran from
1920 to the 1970. It was the only co-ed private
boarding school in New Zealand. There were
shrieks of delight as two of our members, Kathy
Scott and Zelda Robertson, met up with
Merrilyn, who had taught them.
The buildings were designed by Michael
Payne in the 1970s. The main building is an
octagonal meeting house, wood-lined and very
attractive and used for seminars and retreats.
There is an attached library and kitchen and we
were treated to an excellent morning tea.
The main building is surrounded by 16
houses, all north-facing, with solar panels. There
is a minimum of roading and carports are
centralised. The emphasis is on sustainable
living and we spent some time walking in the
new orchard with Merrilyn and viewing the
houses. It’s a very serene place.

Our second visit was to the Catholic
Josephite Retreat Centre in the former residence
of the Peat family, built about 1880 and
purchased by the sisters in 1949. It is a training
facility and conference venue as well as a
retreat. On Hillside Drive, it overlooks
Whanganui and there is a wetland that is being
developed at the bottom of the hill. We viewed
the archive and were allowed to look over the
house.

We then visited the Whanganui
Tramshed where Jim Ennis told us about the
history of the project and of trams in
Whanganui. The shed is a mine of information,
with signs and photos of old Whanganui. We
then had a tram trip which encouraged a lot of
“Do you remember?” from older members. The
tram is in beautiful condition, far better than the
trams in Wellington when I was a student but
just as draughty!
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A MORNING IN BULLS AND PAREWANUI RD, 19 APRIL
Once more, Ian drove the bus. Our guide for this
trip was local resident and member of the Bulls
Historical society, Jane Russell Bowen. She was
well-informed and took us to places that I at
least didn’t know existed. We began with a visit
to The Bulls Museum which is well worth it if
you are passing through Bulls. Check their
website for opening times.

Wheriko Church. A conservation plan is being prepared
for its refurbishment

Lethenty, 28 Daniell St Bulls

We then visited Lethenty, the historic house in
Bulls built for Sir James Wilson in 1915 after
the previous house burned down. The home is in
much the same state as when it was built, with
original wallpaper and the hand-crafted furniture
Sir James Wilson had shipped from England.
Pieces of tapestry made by Lady Wilson still
hang on the walls. We were shown over by the
granddaughter of Hilary Haylock, the owner
until her recent death.
Our trip down Parewanui Road began
with a visit to Wheriko Church, consecrated by
Richard Taylor in 1862, and its graveyard,
which holds the grave of Mere Rikiriki who
prophesied the rise of T W Ratana. Many of the
Ratana family are buried there. Barry Barclay
the Maori filmmaker – best known for the film
Ngati, (1987) and of Ngāti Apa descent – is also
buried in the urupa.

We did a drive-by of Scott’s Ferry, then
left the bus and climbed up to the Bess
Memorial which commemorates Colonel
Powles’ horse, one of only four that came back
from the First World War. Colonel Powles was
the superintendent of Flock house and rode Bess
round the farm regularly until she died in 1934.
The memorial has recently become a focus for
ANZAC services, especially for horse lovers.

Bess Memorial. Jane is explaining the extent of the original
farm

We then drove into the grounds at Flock
House and Raumai. Trish Keiller’s father was
born at Raumai which was the Keiller residence
before they bought Atawhai, now Keiller House
and a Massey hostel. We were back in Bulls by
1 pm. Our thanks to Jane Russell Bowen for an
interesting and informative morning.
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SIGNAGE
One of our aims is to publicise sites of historical interest. The former Branch and more recently HPMH
have been involved in researching and putting up signs since the 1980s. About ten years ago Don Irvine
transcribed many of the sign and we are now photographing them as well. As you can see, some of them
need refurbishment and we will be putting time and money into this.
Here are some signs you may recognise

Don Irvine at the Opiki Suspension Bridge cairn

Sign commemorating the first airfield in Manawatu.
In a paddock just past Hato Paora near Cheltenham

Savage Crescent signage opposite the Lido
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