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Greetings to all members of  His-

toric Places Manawatu—

Horowhenua,    

I have taken over responsibility for 

editing this newsletter from Cushla 

Scrivens, who after years of writing 

it has deserved a well-earned rest.  

It does not mean I will be writing 

this on my own, but co-ordinating 

the contributions from members of 

the HPMH committee and others.  

However you can expect some 

changes in the way it is put togeth-

er.  Thanks to Cushla for her work 

in editing this newsletter over the 

years.  Ian Robertson 

2018 has been a slow but steady year, one of small gains but with the promise of several significant projects to come 

in 2019. Among our committee’s activities this year: 

Liaison and advocacy 

In early 2017 our society proposed some thirty historic places to the Horowhenua District Council to add to their her-

itage protection register.  The Council finally approved additions this August of three buildings in Foxton and seven 

local war memorials.  Particularly pleasing is that the Council has listed the former Whitaunui Camp site [the former 

World War II conscientious objectors’ camp] near Shannon. 

This organization also recently completed a nation-wide survey by the Ministry for Culture and Heritage on the effec-

tiveness of heritage processes for heritage advocates such as our society, Heritage NZ and local authorities. A sum-

mary will be presented to the Minister of Arts, Culture & Heritage aka Jacinda Ardern in late September. The major 

problem we identified was the inconsistent criteria across District Councils for listing heritage places and in policies 

to protect them, which allows some councils to be politically influenced. 

Preservation 

Two of our committee members [Don Irvine and John Logan] have served for the past year on the Manawatu District 

Council working party tasked with how to earthquake strengthen the many heritage shop buildings in Feilding. As 

Don has indicated, the many ‘joined’ buildings lend themselves to a co-operative approach among owners. The Man-

awatu District Council is proceeding cautiously and has recently joined a delegation of local authorities to central 

government to comment on the difficulty for provincial property owners in affording the necessary remediation work. 

Our committee has also been approached about the poor condition of the Opiki toll bridge. Unfortunately dangling 

wires at each end of the pillars are only a symptom of the cabling aging overall. The bridge is privately owned by 

Akers family and falls between district council boundaries. We initially approached the Horizons Regional Council 

Long Term Plan to assist with the costs, but with no success. The bridge’s Category 1 registration with Heritage NZ 

will require us to proceed in conjunction with their Central Regional Office.  It will definitely be on our agenda for this 

coming year.             (continued on page 2) 
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CHAIRWOMAN’S REPORT  for 2017-2018 (continued from page 1) 

Promotion of heritage 

Our organization has contributed $250 each to the production of three heritage brochures. 

The first was for brochures on the Hoffman brick kiln. With the medical centre next door and a coffee cart in place, 

there has been increased public interest in the structure. The brochures are now available to the public from the cof-

fee cart. 

Secondly we have begun distributing a membership brochure for our organization.  We would like to thank committee 

member Margaret Tate for producing this colourful leaflet. 

The third brochure is an updated version of the Women’s Place walk around Palmerston North for this, the 125th 

anniversary of New Zealand Suffrage. Our funding paid for updating the historical research with the Palmerston 

North City Library to pay the printing costs. The brochure will be available by the end of this year. 

In previous years our organization has sponsored signage to commemorate local historic places. The Hoffman Kiln 

Trust has indicated they would welcome our assistance in 2019 with interpretative panels about the Kiln to go on the 

former brick office building on the street frontage. Cost would be in the order of several thousand dollars, and we 

await their request in the New Year 

Members’ activities 

We should be proud to note our success with our ‘Researching your house’ workshop as part of Local History Week 

2017. This was well-attended [over thirty participants] with speakers covering how to assess your house and use 

various archives for the research. 

Planning is underway for two bus-trips this summer season: 

One-day trip to Bushy Park house & bush at Kai-Iwi north of Whanganui. 

Half-day trip to Marton, St Stephens Church and Nga Tawa. 

The decision was made at our last year’s AGM to join Historic Places Aotearoa, an umbrella organisation for former 

Historic Places committees. As a result we will be hosting this year’s national conference for HPA in Palmerston 

North on Saturday 13th October. This will be our opportunity to liaise with fellow heritage advocates nationwide and 

assess the true value of our membership. 

In conclusion, our committee continues to work diligently on your behalf – unfortunately for some issues there is no 

quick fix and those such as earthquake strengthening and the Opiki toll bridge, may take years to resolve. I am hop-

ing that the Historic Places Aotearoa conference will provide a breath of fresh ideas, contacts and strategies to assist 

us forward.              Cindy Lilburn 

DATES FOR DIARIES: 

Tripping around — Preliminary Notice 

24 January 2019: Afternoon trip to Marton leaning Palmerston North at 12.30 pm and going via Feilding. We 

will visit the Nga Tawa archives with archivist Sally Patrick. We will then visit St Stephen”s Anglican Church where 

our hosts will be  the Rev Tim Duxfield and John Vickers. 

16 March 2019: All day trip to Bushy Park Kai Iwi to view the Category One homestead and forest sanctuary, 

with morning tea at 10:30, then a picnic lunch at Bason Botanic Gardens. Leave Palmerston North 9 am return 4.30 

pm. 

Notices for you to sign up to participate will come out nearer to the events. 
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This year was a voting year; the following mem-

bers were elected to the committee: 

Cindy Lilburn, Cushla Scrivens, Bill Bendall, Don 

Irvine, David Chapple, Ian Robertson, Margaret 

Tennant, Margaret Tate, Pauline Knuckey and 

Robyn Wilson, 

Speaker this year for our AGM was Wellington 

historian, Ben Schrader. Ben’s interests are ur-

ban history and historic preservation.  His first 

book in 2005 was We Call it Home: A History of 

State Housing in New Zealand, but for our meet-

ing he discussed the challenges of researching 

On 13 and 14 October our branch hosted the HPA AGM at 

Caccia Birch House. There were delegates from most of New 

Zealand, from Auckland to Canterbury. The morning was tak-

en up with the AGM, followed by reports from the Branches. 

In the afternoon there was a range of speakers: Hon Iain 

Less-Galloway speaking on behalf of the Minister of Culture 

and Heritage (Rt Hon Jacinda Ardern); Andrew Coleman, 

CEO Heritage NZ, who granted $5,000 to HPA; Stefan Cor-

bett from the Ministry of Culture and Heritage; Matthew Mac-

Kay, Policy Planner from PNCC; and Nicky Wagner repre-

senting the National Party. 

On Sunday morning we took the delegates on a ‘tiki tour’ 

round Palmerston North. We went to the Sir Geoffrey Peren 

building and Wharerata, both at Massey, to the Savage Cres-

cent Conservation area, to the Maori Battalion Hall designed 

by John Scott, past All Saints and to the Hoffman Kiln. 

Our thanks go to Nicky Birch and her staff at Caccia Birch 

House and to the committee members who assisted in organising the event: Cindy Lilburn who was also our dele-

gate, Bill Bendall, Ian Robertson, David Chapple, Margaret Tennant and Cushla Scrivens. 

HISTORIC PLACES AOTEAROA ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

ABOVE:  Ben Schrader addressed the HPMH Annual General Meeting on the 

development of urban New Zealand.   Photo: Pat Scrivens 

2018 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF HISTORIC 

PLACES MANAWATU-HOROWHENUA 

his new book, The Big Smoke: New Zealand Cities 1840-1920. [The book was the winner of the 2017 W. H. Oliver 

Prize and the 2017 NZ Heritage Non-fiction Book Award]. 

Ben commented that our early European history emphasizes the rural struggles of our pioneers. There is the as-

sumption settlers came to this country attempting to escape the industrialization of Britain and find land of their own. 

But in reality, many were happy to establish themselves in the new towns and recreate urban life. Since the early 

20th century most New Zealanders have been living in towns and cities, with its own impact on our national charac-

ter. 

ABOVE:  Sunday tour members outside Wharerata. 

Photo: Pat Scrivens 
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This strange set of post stumps were 

found recently on Cuba St between 

George and Andrew Young Streets 

during the present roadworks in Cu-

ba Street.  

While we can’t really guarantee any-

thing about these old posts – other 

than they are old and in an unusual 

location (apparently encroaching 

well onto the former ‘roadway’ in 

their early time), we can look a bit 

more closely at what ‘might’ have 

been involved. For example, they 

could even have been part of a 

stock-proof fence outside the boundary of the neighbouring property – which in the early days held coach horses. 

The grass and the space there would have been more useful for the resting coach horses than to anyone else. 

In 1875, the tenders for the mail services were awarded for the Wellington province, and the Evening Post of 24 April 

1875 records that Andrew Young’s business received the three contracts to carry mail between Foxton and Wai-

pukurau (£1,350); Wellington and Hawera (£1,500); and “Wanganui and Bull’s and Palmerston” (£85 !!). The Mana-

watu Times of 25 July 1877 (p. 2) recorded that Young had sold a portion of his coaching business to Messrs. Hast-

well & Co., including the plant used on the Wellington and Wanganui line. This more or less coincides with the open-

ing of the railway between Foxton and Wanganui that occurred the following year – so the coaches were to be less 

useful from then onward. 

The Feilding Star of 18 October 1882 (p. 2) recorded that seven cattle vans laden with horses owned by Andrew 

Young had passed (by train obviously) through Feilding bound for Palmerston North ‘today’. The Evening Post of 30 

October 1882 (p. 2) then added that the coaching plant had come from Wanganui and that they were bound for a 

new coaching contract around the Tauranga-Thames district. The party and ‘plant’, which consisted of five coaches, 

50 horses and eleven men, travelled 482 miles in 12 days in the course of the trip. 

The Evening Post of 24 July 1890 (p. 2) recorded that Andrew Young (of Wellington) has just purchased the main 

coaches and plant of James Macara. This was a Wairarapa service – and there was still some time to go before the 

railway would supersede the coaches in that district. 

By mid-1892, Young was offering sections for sale in Andrew Young Street, and this presumably marks the end of 

his association with the site as part of his coaching business. He was apparently in a bit of financial strife by that 

time. The 1892-93 rating liability for the bare piece of land that is now 188 Cuba Street (former the ‘Oddfellows’ 

Hall’ / Manchester Unity Hall, built c1895 – and still standing) switched away from Andrew Young.  The sale of this 

land in 1892 coincides with the opening of the railway through the Manawatu Gorge in 1891, and also the relocation 

of the Palmerston North Railway Station from the Square to the site opposite the present Masonic Hotel. So Palmer-

ston North’s travellers and the mail service now had a much reduced need for Andrew Young and his coach horses. 

Irish-born Andrew Young died at Wellington on 17 September 1895, aged 62, after a long illness. He was described 

in many small obituaries published around the country as having been “connected with coaching in various parts of 

the colony in the early days” (Feilding Star, 17 September 1895). However, the Evening Post of 17 September 1895 

recorded his fascinating life-story and his death in considerable detail. This was followed two days later by a detailed 

account of his funeral.            Val Burr 

HISTORIC FIND IN CUBA STREET ROADWORKS 

ABOVE:  The remains of wood posts uncovered during recent roadworks in Cuba Street.  It is 
thought that they may have been hitching posts for horses. 
Manawatu Standard article on 4 August 2018.  Image supplied by Palmerston North City Council. 
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ABOVE:  Cindy Lilburn (right) at the presentation of the 

Palmerston North Heritage Trust Award. 

With her is Tina White, presented with ‘Historian of the 

Year’ award  at the same time. 

   Photo: Margaret Tennant 

CINDY LILBURN HONOURED 

Historic Places Manawatū Horowhenua President Cindy Lilburn was 

recently given a special award by the Palmerston North Heritage 

Trust in recognition of her contribution to heritage in the area.  Read-

ing the citation, Margaret Tennant noted how Cindy’s role as Collec-

tions Manager at Te Manawa has given her an impressive 

knowledge of the material culture of our region. She has moved be-

yond her employment role in sharing this knowledge more broadly 

and provides a strong voice for the material culture of our region on 

a number of voluntary bodies, including the Heritage Trust itself. 

 

Cindy has devoted years to the protection and promotion of herit-

age.  Whenever there’s a rumour that a historic building is endan-

gered, Cindy is in her car to check it out and photograph it for the 

future record.  She is the person who makes submissions to the 

planning processes of the Palmerston North City Council, and the 

Horowhenua and Manawatu District Councils, and liaises with like-

minded bodies. She does the research and follows through with 

great tenacity. She also leads well-researched tours of historic sites 

and precincts and is a regular contributor to Local History Week. She 

provides the institutional memory for many historical endeavours in 

our area. Cindy has devoted her life to the heritage of our region, 

and has done so without any sense of self-aggrandisement for more 

than 30 years. As Margaret Tennant noted, individuals like Cindy are 

community treasures.    Margaret Tennant 

WELL PAST THEIR FIRST CENTURY 

All the houses registered as historic places are 

stately homes.   Some early twentieth century cot-

tages in Category 2 on the District Plan provide 

interesting insights into the lives of ordinary set-

tlers. You may have noticed 239 and 241 Ruahine 

Street which are a pair, a mirror image of each 

other. They each have a narrow doorway and a 

short passage leading to the two bedrooms. At 

the end of the passage is the door to the living 

room, the only room to span the width of the 

house. The rooms have an 11 ft stud and the long 

sash windows are effective in providing light and 

air to the small rooms. The original plan for 

plumbing held by the City Council shows the 

kitchen sink facing to the rear and opposite it a 

small bathroom. However, the W.C and wash tubs 

are in an outbuilding separated from the house by 

a short path - arrangements quite familiar to immi-

grants from British cities. A water tank and storage 

for wood and coal would have been located nearby.  The houses were designed to fit on the narrow urban sections 

and have a long garden to the rear. Several almost identical cottages, such as the three adjacent properties in Ran-

furly Street, can be seen in the  inner-city streets 

Also interesting is the varied history of the ownership and occupation of the properties which were used initially as an 

investment and at various times as rental properties. The land was vested in the Borough Council in 1887 and sold in 

1893 to help finance at the hospital but passed through various owners until Lawrence Hanlon, a bricklayer, finally 

had houses built in 1906.They were owned by a series of working people until 1919 when the local firm Alexander 

Clark Ltd bought them as rental properties but later sold them. These houses are now showing their age. However, 

the modest price for such cottages and the current interest in ‘little houses’ has attracted buyers willing to give other 

such turn of the century cottages a new lease of life.      Margaret Tate 

ABOVE:  Houses at 39 and 241 Ruahine Street . Photo:  Pat Scivens 



 6 

ABOVE:  HPA Chairman James and Palmerston North  MP, Hon Iain Lees-

Galloway.    Both Photos:  Pat Scrivens 

ABOVE:  Hon. Nicki Wagner, National Party spokesperson for 

Culture and Heritage and HPA Vice President Mark Gerrard 

PEOPLE AT HISTORIC PLACES AOTEAROA AGM 

HOUSES AT 239 AND 241 RUAHINE STREET:  A BRIEF HISTORY 
(Information from Historic Places Manawatu-Horowhenua  records) 

 

NZHPT Registration Number:  2854, 2855 

NZHPT Registration Type:  Historic Place—Category II 

NZNPT Registration Date:  02/07/82 

City/District Council:   Palmerston North City Council 

District Plan Status:   Category 2 

 

A block of land on Ruahine Street was vested in the Borough Council in 1887 to help finance a hospital for Palmer-

ston North and sold in 1893 for this purpose.  Lot 8 on which the two houses were later built was bought by Thomas 

Edwards, sheep farmer, and passed on his death to Robert Edwards, architect, Mayor of Palmerston North 1892-83.  

He was well known for building the first public swimming pool in the city.  The land was then bought by F J Hanlon, 

settler, in 1903 and passed to his son Lawrence, a bricklayer, who had the houses built in 1906. 

After 1919 they were owned by a series of working people until 1970s when Alexander Clark bought them as rental 

properties.  They were bought by the Palmerston North City Council in 1983 but have since been sold. 

HISTORIC PLACES MANAWATU-HOROWHENUA COMMITTEE 

President:  Cindy Lilburn  cindy.lilburn@xtra.co.nz 

Secretary:  Cushla Scrivens  scrivens@inspire.net.nz 

Treasurer:  Bill Bendall  junnbil@extra.co.nz  8 Manuka Street, Palmerston North (for posted mail to HPMH) 

Committee: Don Irvine, David Chapple, Ian Robertson, Margaret Tennant, Margaret Tate, Pauline Knuckey and Robyn Wilson,  


