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Palmerston North Heritage Trust 2020 Calendar – ‘Beside the Rails’ 

The Palmerston North Heritage Trust’s 
2020 calendar is different from its past 
versions, which have largely drawn on 
black and white heritage photographs. 

This year Trust members have used a 
selection of the heritage watercolours 
of John Hamilton Tetley, most of them 
painted in the 1940s. There are a num-
ber on Manawatū Heritage, many fo-
cusing on the railway in Palmerston 
North, but the calendar also utilis-
es  some which show other features of 
Palmerston North ‘Beside the 
Rails’ (hence the title of the calendar). 
There are beautifully executed scenes 
of the untidy urban spaces and build-
ings of Palmerston North rather than 
conventional landscape scenes. As 
well as the derelict locomotive on the 
front cover, and the scenes of the rail-
way yards, including one which cap-
tures their blackness, steam and grime, 
there are paintings which show the 
backyards of houses, and of the Empire and Club hotels, for example. There is one of the circus in town, one of a 
well-known boarding house and another of the gasworks. 

John Tetley (1905-1964) himself is interesting. He was an early student and, later, lecturer at Massey College, gain-
ing an international reputation in the field of sheep parasitology. He was also a landscape painter and become a fel-
low of the UK Royal Society of Arts.  His family generously donated the watercolours to the Palmerston North City 
Archive and the Trust is privileged to be able to make a selection of them more widely available as a calendar.   

The calendar images provide a wonderfully different perspective on the city of the 1940s, beautifully executed and 
colourful despite the semi-industrial and sometimes unglamorous subject matter.  Heritage Trust members think that 
this calendar is very special, and likely to be in high demand. 

They are available from the Heritage section, level 2 of the Palmerston North Public Library for $12.00, or by email-
ing heritage@pncc.govt.nz. Copies will also be available for $12.00 at the AGM on 29 September – make sure you 
bring cash!             Margaret Tennant 

mailto:heritage@pncc.govt.nz
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It will not be possible to save the church, but Te Manawa has made application to the Lotteries Board for the skilled 

removal and storage of the heritage windows, hopefully in a way that will enable them to be displayed later. Historic 

Places Manawatu-Horowhenua has pledged $1000 towards these costs as our community support for the project.  

This brick church from 1911 on Broadway unfortunately will fall victim to the earthquake strengthening laws and is 

due to be demolished in the next six months. Our society has assisted with funding to preserve the five historic win-

dows in the church. Two are stained glass from 1936 and 1963; another three from the 1970s have painted scenes 

on fibreglass. All the windows were removed in early September – a skilled job as the windows which are over 3 me-

tres in height had to be chiselled out of the brickwork then lowered with block and tackle. The images below show 

removal of the largest, 1960s window, which weighed over 100 kilograms. 

The church has chosen to keep two of the fibreglass windows painted with scenes of its history.  Te Manawa , the 

museum in Palmerston North, is to take the two stained glass windows [Christ the Shepherd, scenes from the life of 

St Paul] and one fibreglass window [scenes from the Parables].  Museum staff are currently investigating how best to 

crate and support the stained glass windows,  so that, ideally, at least one can be backlit and viewed on public dis-

play at any one time. 

Historic Places Manawatu-Horowhenua funds also assisted with an internal three-dimensional scan of the church. 

This will give a much-needed digital record of the size and features of the church.  

We will keep you posted on developments with the church building and its stained glass treasures.  Cindy Lilburn 

Saving St Paul’s Methodist Church Artifacts 

ABOVE:  Several stages in the removal of the windows. 

Wood crates support the delicate lead frame during lowering. 

BELOW:  The windows are now on the floor of the church, 

showing details. 

Photographs supplied by Te Manawa  
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A major role of Historic Places Aotearoa is to advocate for and help develop ideas that will ensure the retention and 

a positive future for built heritage in our communities.  In spite of our efforts important buildings continue to be demol-

ished and the rating of heritage buildings as “earthquake prone” is emerging as one of the greatest threats to our 

stock of heritage buildings.  When a building is classed as earthquake prone by a local council it must be strength-

ened within a specified period or demolished   In our provincial centres and smaller towns, in particular, the cost of 

seismic strengthening is often seen by owners as unrealistically high in terms of the value of the building and any 

rental income that it generates. Owners have also raised concerns that the low value of many of these buildings can 

severely limit the amount of non-seismic renovation that can be carried out without triggering the requirement for full 

seismic strengthening.  

But what is it that draws our interest when we visit those towns and cities? It is the heritage buildings that create the 

character and distinctive atmosphere.  Think of Napier and it is Art Deco that springs to mind, visit Feilding and it is 

the Edwardian-era buildings that catch the eye. Both Oamaru and Timaru can boast an amazing array of grand build-

ings reflecting the wealth of the area in pioneering days.  The possibility of demolition of earthquake prone buildings 

threatens to rob many of these provincial centres of their distinctive local character. 

While the term “earthquake prone” has come into common usage since the Canterbury and Kaikoura/Wellington 

earthquakes, in fact it first figured in the Building Act of 2004, when local councils were required to identify buildings  

that would not meet “34% of the New Building Standard” and set a time frame for seismic strengthening.  Subse-

quent amendments to the Act have reduced the time frame for strengthening of certain buildings and time is now 

running out for strengthening of earthquake-prone buildings in the CBDs of many New Zealand towns.  If the dead-

line for required strengthening is not met the building must be demolished.   

The deadline for seismic strengthening of earthquake prone buildings varies according to the level set for seismic 

risk of the location, with the rating also differing according to priority of the building. Priority buildings include those 

situated on strategic routes with high pedestrian traffic and need for emergency vehicle access. In areas of medium 

seismic risk the period is 25 years or 12 ½ years for priority buildings.  In high seismic risk areas these periods are 

reduced to 15 years and 7 ½ years respectively.   

However, the rating of buildings, particularly using the “Initial Evaluation Procedure” seems to be a matter of opinion, 

and initial ratings are sometimes changed by getting a second opinion.  The rating of a building is also based on its 

weakest part, so that a rating can sometimes be increased by seismic strengthening of a relatively small part of the 

building, such as a parapet or stairway.  

In this  environment, in 2014/2015 Napier’s Art Deco Trust commissioned the Auckland University Department of 

Civil and Environmental Engineering to carry out a study of concrete buildings  in Napier and Hastings that were con-

structed following the Hawke’s Bay 1931 earthquake. The researchers found that the concrete structures of these 

buildings were, at least, up to the current New Building Standard.  They concluded that the brick infill in walls needed 

strengthening and developed a simple and low-cost technique to stabilise the brickwork.  Strengthening of parapets 

and other adornments on the buildings were also identified as necessary works, but the overall impression was that 

the cost of strengthening concrete buildings of the Art Deco era was quite moderate.   

Subsequently concerns have been raised about the strength of tiled roofs and riveted steel trusses in some older 

concrete character buildings that survived the Hawke’s Bay earthquake.  

Areas in New Zealand that have hitherto escaped major earthquakes may still have many attractive brick buildings, 

now referred to as “unreinforced masonry buildings.”   These now fall into the earthquake-prone category requiring 

seismic strengthening and various innovative techniques are emerging to help minimise the cost of this work.  Thus, 

those seeking advice on remediation for brick buildings, should ensure that the information they receive on seismic 

strengthening and its cost is based on the most effective techniques currently available. 

Having a building classified as earthquake prone is a major concern for owners, with the responsibility to carry out 

significant and otherwise unanticipated restoration work on a building.  In provincial New Zealand, the problem is 

further exacerbated as the cost of the work might be harder to justify in terms of the value of the building and its rent-

al income.   

Fortunately, having weighed up the tensions between heritage preservation, financial strictures for owners, and the 

paramount need for public safety, the Government has moved to provide significant financial assistance to owners of 

some heritage buildings for seismic strengthening.    Text supplied by Historic Places Aotearoa 

Looking After Our Earthquake-Prone Buildings 
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The Annual General Meeting will be held on Sunday 29 September 2019 at 2pm in the Awhina Room at Caccia Birch House, 
Caccia Birch Lane, Palmerston North.  The meeting will be preceded by the Annual General Meeting of the Te Manawa Muse-
um Society at 1.30pm. 

Following the HPMH AGM, there will be a talk by Professor Michael Roche (School of People Environment and Planning, Mas-
sey University), on: 

SWAMP CITY? 
Streams and Lagoons in the urban environmental history of Palmerston North 

This presentation draws on material assembled as part of the Palmerston 
North history project. The river terraces on which Palmerston North is 
situated have subtly shaped aspects of the city's development as well as 
being modified in the course of that development over the last century 
and a half. 
 
This talk will be illustrated by the examples of the Kawau Stream and the 
Hokowhitu Lagoon.   
 
Left: The Hokowhitu Lagoon 
 

Tea/coffee and biscuits will follow – a gold coin donation to cover costs please.  Apolo-
gies and RSVPS for catering purposes to Pauline Knuckey, pknuckey@gmail.com or ph 
021 173 6116 

 

———————————————————————————————————————— 

MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS 2019-2020 are now due 

To renew your membership please select one of the payment options below.  

Individual membership $20     _______  Name: ______________________________ 

Family membership  $25     _______              

Corporate   $30     _______   Address: ____________________________      

Donation                _______  __________________________________   

TOTAL                _______ PAYMENT OPTIONS 

Internet banking: 15-3977-0028377-00 (Your name as reference)  

Cheque payable to Historic Places Manawatu-Horowhenua Inc. and mail to 8 Manuka St, Hokowhitu, Palmerston North 
4410 

Payment may be made at the AGM.    THANK YOU! 

Notice of Annual General Meeting - HPMH 

mailto:pknuckey@gmail.com

