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HISTORIC PLACES MEMBER IN NEW YEAR HONOURS 

Manawatū historian and long-time heritage committee member, Cushla Scrivens, of Palmerston North, received the Queen’s Service Medal for 

services to historical research and heritage preservation in the 2020 New Year Honours. 

Cushla was the foundation editor of the Manawatū 
Journal of History from 2004 to 2017.  She has been 
the Secretary of Historic Places Manawatū-
Horowhenua since 2008, also serving as Treasurer 
from2010 to 2012 and before that was a member of 
the former Manawatū Branch Committee of the New 

Zealand Historic Places Trust. 

She has organised regular field trips for heritage mem-
bers and compiled the Manawatū-Horowhenua quar-

terly newsletter. 

At a regional level, Cushla has been active in liaison 
with planning staff at three local councils, Manawatū 
District Council, Palmerston North City Council and 
Horowhenua District Council on heritage policy issues 
and recording of historic information.  She has pub-
lished a variety of academic articles and educational 
material, and  helped the development of the Historic 
Places Manawatū-Horowhenua website and its online 

record. 

In 2018 she was co-organiser of the national confer-
ence of Historic Places Aotearoa held in Palmerston 
North.  She was a committee member of the Manawa 
Museum Society from 2009 to 2015 which supports 

staff providing public exhibitions and help with a variety of other services and activities. 

Cushla was appointed a Trustee of the Caccia Birch House Trust in 2018 and is supervising the creation of historical displays at the Coach 

House adjacent to Caccia Birch House to enhance visitor experiences. 
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DEMOLITION OF ST PAUL’S METHODIST CHURCH 

Historic Places Manawatu-Horowhenua Chairperson, Cindy Lilburn 

has been keeping an eye on St Paul’s Methodist Church in Broad-

way to follow progress of its demolition .  She filed these reports.  

Photographs by Cindy Lilburn. 

27 February I stopped by St Paul’s Methodist Church this morn-

ing. See pictures – it’s still standing but my former workmates, con-

servators Detlef Klein and Aaron Roberts, have obviously been hard 

at work chiselling out all those windows from the brickwork. I am 

pleased to see they got the fanlights over the doors and particularly 

the really big window at the top which everyone assumed would be 

destroyed during demolition of the building because it would be too 

hard to remove. The doors are now wide open for the tumbleweeds, 

and I assume next week Central Demolition will move in to 

[hopefully] salvage all the good native timber beams and flooring. 

And a month from now? 

12 March The St Pauls Methodist Church time capsule from 1911 

is now at Te Manawa. It was removed this morning by Jill White and 

co., with the Manawatu Standard and a TV camera at the event. 

The capsule arrived with us at 10 o'clock. It is a copper box, the size of 

a large brick and made by Holben & Kirk a PN firm that made tin ware, 

dairy equipment etc. Sadly from the amount of water trickling out of the 

bottom, I suspect anything paper in there has long since turned to 

slush. 

Central Demolition will then move on to removing the spire and taking 

off the roof.  Demolition work on St Pauls is proceeding more quickly 

than I had anticipated – I will re-think the belief of Central Demolition 

carefully removing all the woodwork. I suspect it may be gone by next 

Thursday, sadly.  PS one of our museum donors, a former pho-

tographer, has been recording the process with her high quality camera so a good record will exist at least. I came across her this evening at 

the site. 

18 March The final part of the demolition of St Pauls is planned for tomorrow Thursday starting at 9 am [that’s when the camera man for 

the Demolition reality programme on Prime TV will be there to record it].  The plan apparently is to lift the copper spire off in its entirety then 

push over the lower part of the steeple. Most of the building has now 

been pushed in except for the front facade lower half. I had hoped 

they might at least have saved some of the big timber roof beams 

but my workmate Jeff who’s tipped me off about the time tomorrow 

says most are borer-ridden if you get close-up to look. 

23 March St Pauls Methodist Church – this is the church as of 

this morning just prior to lockdown. The demo guys were loading the 

last of the bricks and timber onto a waste disposal truck but the 

‘jaws of death’ tractor machine is now parked at the back of the site 

and presumably no further work will proceed for the month.  One of 

the copper finials from the spire has also come to Te Manawa for 

the collection. 

Continued on page 3:  Reflections on the Passing of a Church 
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ARE TOURS TO HISTORIC PLACES MEETING A REAL NEED? 

REFLECTIONS ON THE PASSING OF A CHURCH:  ST PAULS LAST DAYS 

If I had to say anything, the church reflected the commitment, time and fundraising of its congregation to create a proper home for worship. We 

forget how it was once a hive of activity – choirs, bible groups, charitable work, celebrations of birth, death and marriages. The church still 

does this and more, but perhaps now Christianity is not so much a physical 

place as its place in a person’s heart. Cindy Lilburn 

When I saw Cindy’s photo (opposite) of the exposed interior at the back of the 

church, it stirred feelings in my heart. 

In 1959 I was a student for the Methodist ministry and spent the college vaca-

tions in August and October to December assisting the minister at St Pauls 

church, Rev. Peter Stead.  Besides taking services in the church on some Sun-

days I spent many hours during the week in the minister’s vestry in this area at 

the back of the church. 

I felt a momentary feeling of pain seeing the heart of the church exposed until it 

resolved into a comfortable memory of a time in my past life.  Ian Robertson 

We give our support to Wheriko church 

Our Historic Places committee has voted in our last meeting to fund repairs to 

Wheriko church near Bulls. This modest little wooden church has been the focus 

for two significant Maori religious movements. In the 1980s when our committee’s 

area of concern included the lower Rangitikei we helped finance restoration of the 

church, and we still keep an affectionate eye on its condition. 

Wheriko [an Anglicisation of Jericho] was built in 1862 for the Anglican Reverend 

John Taylor of Whanganui and his Ngati Apa congregation at their settlement of 

Parewanui south of Bulls. The church has a rustic construction technique of totara 

slabs placed vertically between a wooden top and bottom plate. 

In the 1900s Parewanui was the home of the popular Maori prophetess Mere Rikiriki who combined Christian teaching with faith healing and 

Maori herbal medicine. In 1912 she told of a new prophet, who she later identified as 

her relative, Tahupotiki Wiremu Ratana. Rikiriki was to be his advisor as he went on to 

found the Ratana movement.  She was also to inspire the Maramatanga movement in 

this wider region which combines Maori traditions with Catholic beliefs. Mere Rikiriki is 

buried in the Wheriko churchyard.  

By the 1960s the Parewanui Maori settlement had dispersed, the only other trace now 

being a heritage-protected baker’s oven in the paddock opposite the church. Wheriko 

church is now used occasionally by a local mainly Pakeha congregation.  

Our contribution of $250 will pay for new roof flashings to protect its wooden walls. 

Wheriko is after all, almost 160 years old and one of the oldest churches in this region.  

From time to time members ask the Historic Places Manawatu-Horowhenua to provide organised tours to places of historic  interest.  In the last two years  

committee has organised tours for members which have not attracted sufficient numbers to make them economically viable. 

In 2019 two tours were arranged.  In January an afternoon trip to Feilding and Marton, visiting St. Stephen’s Anglican Church and Nga Tawa School drew a 

small number.  In March an all-day trip to Bushy Park and Bason Botanic Gardens had to be cancelled because of insufficient numbers.  A trip to Gwavas 

Gardens Homestead, Hawke’s Bay was planned for Friday 20 March 2020 but had to be cancelled for the same reason. 

The committee willingly arrange these tours, involving a considerable amount of time making arrangements with the management of the places to be visited 

and ordering buses for transport.  In spite of planning them for different times of the year and different days of the week somehow, it doesn’t seem to have 

quite hit the mark. 

One option still being considered is to make them available to a wider group, advertising to other similar groups or going completely public, using media to 

bring them to the notice of the general public.  If you have other suggestions please let the committee know. 

Although the present lock-down situation has put on hold any plans of this nature,  we’re looking ahead, assured that the present situation will end. 
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 BROADWAY WALK 

As part of Local History Week in Palmerston North late last year, I hosted a walk of ‘bustling Broadway’ in Palmerston North, the single block 

of the street between The Square and Princess Street. Since 1900 it has changed dramatically from a semi-rural haven to a commercial street 

from one end to the other. But surprisingly, some century-old buildings still exist on the street, just well hidden behind modern facades. 

My research found the block was once in the hands of two major landowners. On the left from the Square, the Collinson and Cunninghame 

families owned the C & C department store [later Farmers], Collinson & Sons [later Broadway Mall] next door, and one side of the Regent 

Arcade.  On the right hand side, the Roman Catholic Church owned from what is now the Downtown Mall to Princess Street for their church, 

convent, school and priests’ presbytery [and retained the land into the 1980s even after they moved further down Broadway to the current 

Cathedral of the Holy Spirit]. 

Until the 1920s much of this area was scattered houses and paddocks. Some remnants of the old buildings still exist. Broadway Mall, next to 

Farmers, was originally built in 1916 for Collinson & Sons, with a facelift in 1976 to create the then novel ‘mall’ concept.  Step down the alley 

to the left of the T & G building with its clock tower, and you can see the original Art Deco styling of the 1935 AMP insurance building hidden 

behind its glass front. 

The other aspect the walk highlighted was how trade has changed on the street. The Collinson & Cunninghame department store, Garners 

department store and Bennetts bookstore were lynchpins of the street from the 1930s onwards, together with numerous gown, lingerie, milli-

nery and babies wear boutiques and a thriving world of professional offices on upper floors of the buildings. Today most of the street is taken 

up with food establishments and entertainment, and the upstairs are empty. 

I will be lodging my notes with the Palmerston North City Council Archives shortly for those who want to know more about individual buildings 

in the block.       Cindy Lilburn, Chairwoman 

The panoramic view was taken between 1923 and 1926 and shows the left side of Broadway from the Square, approximately where the Re-

gent Theatre is now. From left to right the view shows the former Salvation Army citadel [white wooden building with crenellations, later be-

came a tearooms] – then the Post Office Hotel [damaged in a fire in 1926, replaced by the Regent Theatre with Regent Arcade in the pad-

dock / empty section alongside] – the H.L. Young building of 1920 which housed their national printing empire and still stands – the new Sal-

vation Army Citadel built 1923, now a $2 shop – and the former house of John Bett, coachbuilder, later used in the 1920s by Richmond Hoop-

er for his dental practice, then demolished for Hoopers Building aka Stafford Arcade aka the Gap aka the Link. 

Both photos: Manawatu Heritage website 
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A major role of Historic Places Aotearoa is to advocate for and help develop ideas that will 

ensure the retention and a positive future for built heritage in our communities.  In spite of 

our efforts important buildings continue to be demolished and the rating of heritage buildings 

as “earthquake prone” is emerging as one of the greatest threats to our stock of heritage 

buildings.  When a building is classed as earthquake prone by a local council it must be 

strengthened within a specified period or demolished   In our provincial centres and smaller 

towns, in particular, the cost of seismic strengthening is often seen by owners as unrealistically high in terms of the value 

of the building and any rental income that it generates. Owners have also raised concerns that the low value of many of 

these buildings can severely limit the amount of non-seismic renovation that can be carried out without triggering the re-

quirement for full seismic strengthening.  

But what is it that draws our interest when we visit those towns and cities? It is the heritage buildings that create the char-

acter and distinctive atmosphere.  Think of Napier and it is Art Deco that springs to mind, visit Feilding and it is the Ed-

wardian-era buildings that catch the eye. Both Oamaru and Timaru can boast an amazing array of grand buildings reflect-

ing the wealth of the area in pioneering days.  The possibility of demolition of earthquake prone buildings threatens to rob 

many of these provincial centres of their distinctive local character. 

While the term “earthquake prone” has come into common usage since the Canterbury and Kaikoura/Wellington earth-

quakes, in fact it first figured in the Building Act of 2004, when local councils were required to identify buildings  that would 

not meet “34% of the New Building Standard” and set a time frame for seismic strengthening.  Subsequent amendments to 

the Act have reduced the time frame for strengthening of certain buildings and time is now running out for strengthening of 

earthquake-prone buildings in the CBDs of many New Zealand towns.  If the deadline for required strengthening is not met 

the building must be demolished.   

The deadline for seismic strengthening of earthquake prone buildings varies according to the level set for seismic risk of 

the location, with the rating also differing according to priority of the building. Priority buildings include those situated on 

strategic routes with high pedestrian traffic and need for emergency vehicle access. In areas of medium seismic risk the 

period is 25 years or 12 ½ years for priority buildings.  In high seismic risk areas these periods are reduced to 15 years 

and 7 ½ years respectively.   

However, the rating of buildings, particularly using the “Initial Evaluation Procedure” seems to be a matter of opinion, and 

initial ratings are sometimes changed by getting a second opinion.  The rating of a building is also based on its weakest 

part, so that a rating can sometimes be increased by seismic strengthening of a relatively small part of the building, such 

as a parapet or stairway.  

In this  environment, in 2014/2015 Napier’s Art Deco Trust commissioned the Auckland University Department of Civil and 

Environmental Engineering to carry out a study of concrete buildings  in Napier and Hastings that were constructed follow-

ing the Hawke’s Bay 1931 earthquake. The researchers found that the concrete structures of these buildings were, at 

least, up to the current New Building Standard.  They concluded that the brick infill in walls needed strengthening and de-

veloped a simple and low-cost technique to stabilise the brickwork.  Strengthening of parapets and other adornments on 

the buildings were also identified as necessary works, but the overall impression was that the cost of strengthening con-

crete buildings of the Art Deco era was quite moderate.   

Subsequently concerns have been raised about the strength of tiled roofs and riveted steel trusses in some older concrete 

character buildings that survived the Hawke’s Bay earthquake.  

Areas in New Zealand that have hitherto escaped major earthquakes may still have many attractive brick buildings, now 

referred to as “unreinforced masonry buildings.”   These now fall into the earthquake-prone category requiring seismic 

strengthening and various innovative techniques are emerging to help minimise the cost of this work.  Thus, those seeking 

advice on remediation for brick buildings, should ensure that the information they receive on seismic strengthening and its 

cost is based on the most effective techniques currently available. 

Having a building classified as earthquake prone is a major concern for owners, with the responsibility to carry out signifi-

cant and otherwise unanticipated restoration work on a building.  In provincial New Zealand, the problem is further exacer-

bated as the cost of the work might be harder to justify in terms of the value of the building and its rental income.   

Fortunately, having weighed up the tensions between heritage preservation, financial strictures for owners, and the para-

mount need for public safety, the Government has moved to provide significant financial assistance to owners of some 

heritage buildings for seismic strengthening. 


